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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 12/14/05 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-14, and 16-21 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claims 1, 6, 13, 14, 16, and 17, Alford discloses in a controller, a method for 

reducing latency in a group communication network, the method comprising: receiving an 
indication firom a communication device that a user wishes to initiate a group call; receiving 
media fi"om the user before processing a request for group call initiation; and buffering the 
received media for later transmission to another communication device" (Figs. 15-17, the user 
can activate or initiate a group call by using an actuator 1506 or 1608, and media such as data 
messages fi-om the user for interconnect call, radio-to-radio call as in col. 13/line 60 to col. 
14/line 56, and data is stored, retrieved and replaced within an EEPROM regarding as a buffer 
for temporary storing received data, see col. 12/lines 14-61 and col. 14/lines 4-56 as the system 
continues to monitor and later transmit the data messages or media to another communication 
device if the checking for the appropriate system is identified). However, Alford does not 
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further suggest at least the use of embedded content including a network's media and real-time 
media signaling destination address in response to a request to join the network as pre-amended 
in the manner as called for in claims 1, 6, 13, 14, 16, and 17. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15, and 22-26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections imder this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Alford et al. 
(US Patent 5,613,201). 

Regarding claim 22, Alford teaches "a controller for reducing latency in a group 
communication network, comprising: a receiver to receive an indication from a communication 
device that a user wishes to initiate a group call; a memory unit to buffer media that is received 
from the user before a request for group call initiation is processed; a transmitter for transmitting 
the buffered data to another communication device after the request is processed; a processor for 
processing the received request and the media, the processor being communicatively coupled 
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with the receiver, the memory unit, and the transmitter, and wherein the media includes media 
payioad format descriptors" (Figs. 15-17, the user can activate or initiate a group call by using an 
actuator 1506 or 1608, and media such as data messages from the user for interconnect call 
radio-to-radio call as in col. 13/line 60 to coL 14/line 56, and data is stored, retrieved and 
replaced within an EEPROM regarding as a buffer for temporary storing received data, see col. 
12/lines 14-61 and col. 14/lines 4-56 as the svstem continues to monitor and later transmit the 
data messages or media to another conmiunication device if the checking for the appropriate 
svstem is identified: and A lford, Fig. 16 for a controller, TX and RX for a transmitter and 
receiver, and controller 1602 or 1156 of Figure 1 is also a processor, col. 9/line 17 to col. 10/line 
30; and Fig. 15 and col. 13/line 60 to col. 14/line 14 for identifiers for destination, preferred 
svstems, and/or svstem identifiers and other call records regarding as media pavload format 
descriptors). 

For claim 23, Alford discloses "wherein the communication device includes a 
push-to-talk (PTT) device" (col. 1/lines 25-32 & col. 14/lines 15-26 for mobile push-to-talk 
device). 

For claim 24, Alford discloses further "wherein, the transmitter transmits the buffered 
media to the other communication device if the request is granted" (as shown in prior art Figure 
10 that data can be conveyed in ESAS FRAME from mobile users to the others, using EEPROM 
1 160 as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

For claim 25, Alford suggests fiirther "wherein the processor signals the user to stop 
sending media if a memory unit used for buffering the received media runs out of space before 
the request is completely processed and media communication is not established between the 
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other communication device and the controller" (Alford, col. 14/lines 27/lines 27-56 as whether 
the system is accessible or available for communication and memory space or lacking of 
receiving resource is a part of checking or monitoring the data message, system change or call 
change etc). 

For claim 26, Alford discloses further "wherein the transmitter transmits the buffered 
media to a target receiver if a memory unit used for buffering the received media runs out of 
space before the request is processed but media communication is established between the other 
communication device and the controller", i.e., a plurality of memories are used for storing 
media data if one is insufficient or out of space (col. 14/line 57-coL 15/line 29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USQ 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

8. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alford et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,613,201) in view of Sigler et al (US Patent 5,717,830). 

Regarding claim 15, Alford inherently suggests "a controller for reducing latency in a 
group communication network, comprising: means for determining whether any media frame 
belonging to a communication protocol is lost, the media frame being directed to the controller; 
and modifying the conmiunication protocol if a media frame is lost" (Alford, Figs. 8-10 & 17, 
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and col. 1 1/line 35 to col. 18 for checking status of call, identifiers, call ID and group ID for the 
present of the media frame). Alford does not further mention to check whether a media frame is 
lost or not; however, in a same environment of providing mobile group conmiunication, Sigler 
discloses the data frame can be checked whether lost or not using a remote monitoring system 
(Sigler, col. 15/lines 15-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Alford's group communication system with 
Sigler's known technique in monitoring the loss of fi-ame sync in order to fix or correct the 
problem during transmission as noted. 



Conclusion 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to the New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand deliveries must be made to Customer Service Window, 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony Thuan Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7895. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with 
alternate Fridays off. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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